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TO:  Board of Education 
FROM:  Mark Place, Superintendent 
DATE:  January 28, 2021 
RE:  Communicable Disease - Pandemic Plan 
 
Effective April 1, 2021, Labor Law §27-c amends Labor Law §27-1 and adds a new provision to Education Law §2801-
a. Labor Law §27-c requires public employers to develop operation plans in the event of certain declared public health 
emergencies. Public employers shall prepare a plan for the continuation of operations if the Governor declares a public 
health emergency involving a communicable disease. Education Law §2801-a requires School Districts to develop plans 
consistent with the new Labor Law requirement.  Educational institutions must prepare plans consistent with Labor 
Law §27-c as part of their school safety plans pursuant to newly added subsection (2)(m) of Education Law §2801-
a. 
 
The plan must address the required components as noted below: 
 
Prevention/Mitigation  

(1) A list and description of positions and titles considered essential with justification for that determination. 
(2) The specific protocols that will be followed to enable non-essential employees and contractors to telecommute. 
(3) A description of how the employer will, to the extent possible, stagger work shifts of essential employees and 

contractors to reduce workplace and public transportation overcrowding. 
 
Protection/Preparedness  

(4) Protocols to be implemented to secure personal protective equipment (PPE) sufficient to supply essential workers 
with 2 pieces of each PPE device needed for each work shift for at least six months. This must include a plan for 
storage of such equipment to prevent degradation and permit immediate access in the event of an emergency 
declaration. 

 
Response  

(5) Protocols to prevent spread in the workplace in the event an employee or contractor is exposed, exhibits symptoms, 
or tests positive for the relevant communicable disease. Such protocols must include disinfection of the individual’s 
work area and common areas. It must also address the policy on available leave with respect to testing, treatment, 
isolation, or quarantine. 

(6) Protocols for documenting precise hours and work locations of essential workers for purposes of aiding in tracking 
the disease and identifying exposed workers to facilitate the provision of any benefits that may be available to them 
on that basis. 

(7) Protocols for coordinating with the locality to identify sites for emergency housing for essential employees to 
contain the spread of the disease, to the extent applicable to the needs of the workplace. 

 
The District is in the process of submitting our draft plan to our collective bargaining units for their review as required by 
the new statute.  We will incorporate their feedback into the final plan that will become part of our school/district safety 
plan and presented to the Board for approval prior to the April 1, 2021 deadline. 


